
Greetings!  An exciting new chapter is opening for our church.  The Central Spanish Church 
will be moving into our church building in October.  Although we will both maintain our identities as 
Irving Park Baptist and Central Spanish Baptist, we will be working together on many common 
ministries, including a Sunday School that will include a Spanish class, an English class, and chil-
drenôs classes for children of several ages. 

This is something unique in the history of both of our churches.  Although we have different 
cultures, histories and languages, we have chosen not to see our differences, but out similarities.  
The most important of which is, of course, our faith in Jesus Christ and the love of God, to which 
we are to be a witness in our words and deeds.  And to live like children of the God who created 
all of humanity in His image. 

Our first Sunday together will be October 2nd.  We plan to celebrate this occasion with a 
time of singing and fellowship at 11:14 AM.  A continental breakfast will be provided.  Please come 
be a part of this special happening. 

 Cheers! 
 Fred Lauritzen 
  Moderator 
ððððððððððððððððððððððïðððððð-ððððððððð 
Several things happened in August that reminded me of what a great church we have and, 

when I say ñchurchò, I mean the people, not the building.   Two of these events occurred on the 
same day, August 21, an eventful day for me.  That was the day when your preacher (me) col-
lapsed in the pulpit in the middle of a sermonðwell, maybe not a total collapse, but close enough.  
I canôt tell you how much love and concern I felt as I sat there waiting for the paramedics, Gaston 
holding one wrist and Tanya the other.  Others were gathered around and, thank you Dale, for 
having the presence of mind to ñget on with the showò.  Several told me later of the prayer vigil 
downstairs and I had many calls and emails through the week asking how I was doing.  I am doing 
well, but still having problems with dizziness caused, it is assumed, by low blood pressure.  I have 
an appointment with a neurologist on September 14, to see if we can find out why.  I thank you all 
for your continued prayers and your love and concern.  I hope to deliver part 2 of that interrupted 
sermon on September 18. 

Another reason I am so proud of you all is that on the same day, despite this event, you got 
on with the business that needed to be done.  A very important Church Business Meeting was to 
be held on that day following the service and the meeting was held.  A quorum was present, de-
spite the absence of some key families and you voted overwhelmingly to continue with the unique 
Space-Sharing Arrangement with Central Spanish Baptist Church as proposed by the committee. 

This ñsharingò will begin on October 1.  On Sunday, October 2, we and Central Spanish will 
go to our new Worship Schedule.  Our, or I should say the English Speaking, Service will be at 10 
AM and the Spanish Speaking Service will be at 12:30 PM.  This, in itself, will be an adjustment for 
both congregations.  The time between will be for a combined Sunday school for adults and chil-
dren.  These classes will be in English, with the exception of one Spanish Speaking Adult class.  I 
am encouraged that we will again have children in our Sunday school.  Now, if someone with a 
child or a young family comes, we will have something to offer.  Other ministries will also be a joint 
effort.  It is hoped that we can resume the Community Meal and the ministry to the children of 
Lydia now that we will have more bodies to rely on.  That is the beauty of this arrangementðwe 
have space and not enough bodies; they have bodies and needed more space. 

/as stated in our Moderatorôs letter, the first Sunday, October 2, will be a time of welcome.  
During what would be the Sunday school time, we shall all gather in Fellowship Hall for a Conti-
nental Breakfast and a time of prayer, singing and perhaps, some testimonies.  I hope you will all 
feel the desire, an urgency, to be here on that first Sundayðto be here at 10 AM for Worship and 
then to stay for the celebration of the ñexciting new chapter opening for our churchò. 

I am proud of you Irving Park Baptist, my sisters and brothers.  Let us show the neighbor-
hood that we are ready for this new challenge, for this new plan that God has for us!  May God 
bless us all with His love and guidance.  - Nora Byrne 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Sept 05ðLABOR DAY  
Sept 07ðBible Study  
Sept 10ðSaturday VBS Kids Club  
Sept 11ðHomecoming  
Sept 11ðInReach Ministry Meeting  
Sept 14ðBible Study  
Sept 15ðBoard of Ministry  
Sept 18ðAPF Ministry Meeting  
Sept 21ðBible Study  
Sept 25ðOutReach Ministry Meeting  
Sept 28ðBible Study  
 
Oct 02ðNew Worship Time @ 10 AM  
Oct 02ðFellowship Time with Central Spanish  
Oct 05ðBible Study  
Oct 08ðSaturday VBS Kids Club  
Oct 09ðInReach Ministry Meeting  
Oct 12ðBible Study  
Oct 16ðAPF Ministry Meeting  
Oct 19ðBible Study  
Oct 20ðBoard of Ministry  
Oct 23ðOutReach Ministry Meeting  
Oct 26ðBible Study  
Oct 29ðEdge OôTown Chorus Annual Show 

 

Pray for, Call, Visit  
 

Marvel Nystrom  - Colfax House  

    2400 Colfax 

    Evanston, IL  60601 

    847-733-1545 

 

Hazel Schwartz - 3940 N. Clark St., 
   #606 
   Chicago, IL  60613 

    773-248-3687 

 

Ray Koster -   3037 N. Austin 

    Chicago, IL  60634 

    773-637-7864 

 

Margaret YanceyðMethodist Home  
    1415  W Foster 

    Chicago, IL  60640 
                  773-769-5500 
 

  June IsbellðCovenant Home of  
     Chicago 
    2720 W Foster 
    Chicago, IL  60625 

                 773-506-6939 
 

  Delia Smithð6600 S Sacramento 
    Chicago, IL  60629 
    773-225-0527 
 

  Frances Smithð1637 Washtenaw 
    Chicago, IL  60647 
    773-489-6174 

Sept 11ðVicky LaChica 

Sept 17ðMajor Davis 
 

Oct 5ðEileen Thacker 

Oct 10ðWilliam Greene 

Oct 21ðMargaret Yancey 

Oct 28ðDelia Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct 09ðAlice & William Greene 

Oct 15ðLouise & Ed Roch 

Oct 31ðCarol & Cal Hilton 

Spiritual Growth  
 

 We had a very successful Vacation Bi-
ble School, at least we think we did.  We had a 
total of 15 children registered and had an aver-
age daily attendance of about 12.   A big Thank 
you to all who helped with VBS all the prayers. 
The children really enjoyed the whole program 
and they did not want it to end.  We even had 
one child crying at the Closing Program be-
cause he did not want it to end.  They made 
some neat crafts with Ms Grace and Ms Vicky.  
Ms Nora told the story every day and also with 
the help of Ms Kathy had a section for Hand 
Farm Fun with milking a pretend cow, planting 
flowers, making jam and butter and cinnamon 
rolls.  Mr. Dale kept them singing and learning 
new songs.  Ms Ampari helped wherever she 
was needed.  Ms Eileen and Mrs. Bug came up 
with all of the interesting snacks that were 
served.  The children really enjoyed the water-
melon cookies, the corrals and the worms to 
name a few.  We will again have the Saturday 
VBS Kids Club on the 2nd Saturdays of the 
month September thru June.  The 1st one will 
be on Saturday, September 10th, from 9 AM to 
Noon.ðLouise Roch (Mrs. Bug)  
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IRVING PARK FOOD PANTRY  
 

The Food Pantry continues to be busier than we 

would like, considering that our business means that more 

and more families are needing our services.  In the first 

four weeks of August, we served 1,590 individuals in 604 

household, already exceeding the number from last year.  

Today, the fifth Wednesday of the month, we added 116 

families to this total, creating an all-time high for the 

month of August.  During the month, we added 96 new 

families and distributed 425 bags of school supplies.  

Thanks to many generous donors, the school supply pro-

ject was completely financed by special contributions. 
 

In the last newsletter article, I mentioned that the 

Pantry would be having an Oktoberfest Fund Raiser. We 

are actually calling it a "Harvest Benefit" in line with our 

previous "Fall Harvest of Food."  It will be held on Satur-

day, October 15, 5-9 PM at Irving Park Lutheran Church 

Gym, 4057 N. Harding Ave.  Adult tickets will cost $20 

($10 for seniors 65+) and can be purchased at the door or 

online at http://www.irvingparkfoodpantry.com.  Each 

ticket will purchase food, one drink, and one 50-50 raffle 

ticket.  Additional raffle tickets and beverage will be 

available for purchase.  Come, spend and afternoon enjoy-

ing food, drink, games, and music with your neighbors 

and you will benefit the Food Pantry at the same time.  

Please, we are asking that adults only attend as alcohol 

(beer and wine) will be available for purchase.  If you 

would like to attend and would like me to get a ticket for 

you, please let me know.  
 

For some time, we and other pantries have trying 

to find someone to write a computer program allowing us 

to have computer based client data.  A program was fi-

nally written and volunteers have been inputting client 

data into an on-line spreadsheet, which is the first step in 

the process of computerizing the record keeping necessary 

in running a food pantry.  The plan is to be ready to switch 

to total computer-based record keeping as of the first of 

next year. 
 

A total is still not available for the amount raised 

at the Food Depository Walk on June 25.  We do know 

that $13,509 was turned in through the pantry, but do not 

have the total that was directly to the Depository for our 

pantry.  We also received a $3,000 bonus from the De-

pository itself, as we were among the top five in amount 

of money raised and had qualified with the number of 

walkers present. 
 

The pantry has begun to plan for the holidays.  

There will be some changes in the Thanksgiving distribu-

tion, but Christmas will remain the same.  Please continue 

to pray for the pantry and its clients ï Nora Byrne 

SEARCH TEAM 
Your Search Team is moving forward.  All 

congregational surveys and questionnaires have 
been completed and compiled.  A Church Profile 
telling who we are and what we are looking for 
in a Pastor has been written and sent off to 
Larry Greenfield who will look it over and then 
post it on ewind, the website billboard of ABC/
MC.  Surveys show that our #1 priority for a new 
pastor is that he/she be able to grow the church.  
Surprise!  Surprise!  Following this is counseling, 
preaching and pastoral care. 

I know there has been concern about who 
to go to if you or someone you love is in need of 
pastoral care.  I am happy to tell you that the 
following pastors in the area and from ABC/MC 
have offered their services for this need: 

  Rev. Millie Myren, 312-810-5566,  
   m.myren@sbcglobal.net 
  Pastor Kara Sherer from St. John's  
   Episcopal, 773-960-1889,  
   rector@stjohnschicago.com  
  Pastor Brooke Petersen of IP Lu-

theran,  
   773-367-1667 
These have also been listed in the bulletin 

each Sunday.  If you have any questions, please 

NEW TIME SCHEDULE 
 

 Keeping in mind our theme for this year, 
ñGod is with usò, we are stepping out in faith on 
our new venture of Space Sharing with Central 
Spanish Baptist.  There will be changes that both 
of us will have to make and one being the Sunday 
Services.  Here is the new time schedule for both 
congregations starting October 1, 2011. 
 

 10:00 AMðEnglish Service 
 11:00 AMðFriendship Cafe 
 11:30 AMðCombined Sunday School 
 12:30 PMðSpanish Service 
 

There will be several times when we will do things 
together and the first one is the first Sunday, Octo-
ber 2nd.  We will have a time of fellowship, singing 
and a continental breakfast after the English Ser-
vice and before the Spanish Service.  This will  be 
in place of Sunday School for the first Sunday.  
We look forward to meeting Central Spanish and 
getting to know them. 

http://www.irvingparkfoodpantry.com/
mailto:m.myren@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rector@stjohnschicago.com


 

 Christ:  Our One Love, Our One Hope. 
 

Irving Park Baptist Church is a community of people from different cultures and 
backgrounds who are united in our belief in Jesus Christ. We are American Baptists 

who celebrate our individuality and our unity in Christ. Our desire is to center our 
lives in Jesus, to faithfully serve God by ministering to each other, our neighbors 

and the world, and to bring the Good News of salvation to those around us. 

 

Irving Park Baptist Church 
4401 W. Irving Park Road 

Chicago, IL   60641 
 

Phone: 773-286-6800 
Fax: 773-286-3475 

www.irvingparkbaptist.org 
Email: irvingparkbaptist@sbcglobal.net 

Irving Park Baptist Church 
4401 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL  60641 


