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Whenever we read or experience a story, we tend to go hand in hand with the
protagonist, putting ourselves in their shoes, probably imagining ourselves saving the Inside this issue:
planet, or getting the love interest, of scoring the tie-breaking touchdown. We rejoice
with our protagonist in their triumph, and bemoan their failures as if they were our own.

That's how we understand most modern fiction. We put ourselves into the story, and Me mber 6s '1
the narrative provided by the author usually directs us to the character or characters
we're supposed to relate to. Birthdays/Anniv. 2

Do you know what my favorite story is? It's Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol.
Also, do you know what really grinds my gears? The fact that the Tiny Tim character P ayer f o012
is overworked by most movie adaptations,. It's not that | dislike the character, it's that
people tend to latch onto Tim, or his father Bob, imagining that Dickens wanted us to ~ Calendar of Events 2
relate to those characters most closely. Sometime during December this year, | will
forget this fact and watch a film adaptation and then complain ceaselessly about how ~ Our Condolences 2
Tim got too much screen time. If you want to have an argument about this with me,
my contact information is at irvingparkbaptist.org. Spiritual Growth 3
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So why the Tiny Tim bashing? Because the amazing thing about the story is the
transformation of Mr. Scrooge. We are all Scrooge at some point or another, and for
many and varied reasons. But the moral of the story is that it's never too late to turn it
around. Isn't that the Christian message? We're all broken and troubled people.
Some more than others, but it's all the same as far as God is concerned. We all have
equal standing as sinners before God, but at ANY time we can turn back, and be in
right relationship with God. This is the gift of salvation that we proclaim through Christ.

Food Pantry 3

In Christ's story, told through our Gospels, we have a similar problem, so we tend
to walk away a little bewildered at times. Jesus is the hero of those stories, but we
can't really relate to him, can we? That can hinder our capacity to put ourselves into
the story in a meaningful way. The closest we can ever come is by relating ourselves
to the disciples, and it's strange to me how it seems that most of the time people do
th?s thinki_ng that the disci_ples were real sports, always faithful anq u.nwavering in thgir Check Out Our
faith. Quite the contrary is true, of course. | love watching the disciples struggle with T

. : Website!
the confusing teachings of Jesus that we can only understand because we know how - K .
the story ends. | love watching them fall short, disappoint and confound Jesus, and www.irvingparkbaptist.org
Jesus' reactions can be pretty funny sometimes, too. | often compare the antics of the

disciples to the Three Stooges, or the Marx Brothers. w

So why do | love watching the disciples struggle and fail as we travel through the |
lectionary every year? Because that's my story as much as it is theirs. It's yours, too.
It's everyone's. We are all trying so hard to do what we think is most important, in the
ways that our culture and upbringing has taught us, but every so often we get a
glimpse of something greater than our scurrying, and we learn something new, and
are changed forever. We can live out our faith in an informed and world-warping way
like the disciples. We can see life, the world and our neighbors with new eyes like Mr.
Scrooge. That's the good news, and it always bears repeating: There's always an-
other chance for us, no matter how far we stray.

On a side note, you should watch #dAlt"'s
every one! - Dale Tippett, Jr.
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Nov 28 Monica Angulo
Nov 118 Alice Greene
Nov 138 James Byrne

Dec 216 Nora Byrne
Dec 259 Dale Tippett, Jr.
Dec. 296 Hazel Schwartz
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Dec 188 Mercedes & Gaston Angulo

Marvel Nystrom - Colfax House
2400 Colfax
Evanston, IL 60601
847-733-1545

Hazel Schwartz - 3940 N. Clark St., #606
Chicago, IL 60613

773-248-3687

3037 N. Austin
Chicago, IL 60634
773-637-7864

Ray Koster -

June Isbelld Covenant Home of Chicago
2720 W Foster
Chicago, IL 60625

773-506-6939

Delia Smithd 6600 S Sacramento
Chicago, IL 60629
773-225-0527

Frances Smithd 1637 Washtenaw
Chicago, IL 60647
773-489-6174
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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[ Nov 0198 Choir Practice
ov ible Study
] Nov 028 Bible Stud
ov oir Practice

| Nov 088 Choir Practi
I Nov 099 Bible Study

Nov 129 Saturday VBS Kids Club
[ Nov 138 InReach Ministry Meeting
l Nov 158 Choir Practice
| Nov 168 Bible Study
I Nov 176 Board of Ministry

Nov 208 APF Ministry Meeting
[ Nov 229 Choir Practice
1 Nov 238 Bible Study
| Nov 278 1st Sunday of Advent
I OutReach Ministry Meeting

Nov 298 Choir Practice
H Nov 303 Bible Study
| Dec 048 2nd Sunday of Advent
I Dec 060 Choir Practice

Dec 070 Bible Study
| Dec 106 saturday VBS Kids Club
| Dec 118 3rd Sunday of Advent
I InReach Ministry Meeting
[ Dec 138 Choir Practice

Dec 140 Bible Study
[ Dec 150 Board of Ministry
| Dec 188 4th Sunday of Advent
I APF Ministry Meeting
[ Dec 200 Choir Practice

Dec 210 Bible Study
[ Dec 250 CHRISTMAS DAY
| Dec 278 Choir Practice
| Dec 288 Bible Study

L e Y e e e O e e O e O e O e e O e O s e e i e e

&::::::::::::::::::::::::::::i

It is with deep regrets
that we tell you of the
passing of Margaret
Yancey last month.
There was no wake or
service for her, but here
is the address of her
niece, Cathy Sparks.
10620 W. Alexander Rd.,
Apt. 141, Las Vegas, NV
89129.

We are also sad to report that the Mother of a
couple of our VBS children lost their mother on the
31st of October. She had been fighting cancer for
several years. If you would like to send a card, you
can send it to Robert Ong, 5517 West Windsor Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60630
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Here is the schedule for Saturday VBS Kids
Club for 2011 thru 2012. Children ages 4 0
12 are invited to come from 9 until Noon to
each monthdéds cel ebrati

vBs Saturday Kids Club
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May 12, 2012

Jun 9, 2012
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the way that we will distribute food for Thanksgivi
It has been decided to try distributing the sp
Thanksgiving food throughout the month of Nove
instead of having one special day. Clients will still
ceive certificates for a turkey or other meat and itg
such as cranberry sauce, yams, stuffing, etc. f
Thanksgiving meal.

Christmas distribution, however, will remg
the same as always, because of the gifts for the
dren. Distribution day will be December 21, with |
up the evening before. There will be a toy room wl
parents or the child can pick out a toy, and probalt
book and a game. You can be a "Secret Santa" fq
child of a needy pantry family by purchasing a gift
the toy room or, if you prefer, you may donate cas
we will do the shopping. We suggest $20 per clli
The end of this month the "Secret Santa" tree wi
put up in our library area as usual.

During November and December we will a
be collecting and distributing coats and other {
weather items to those in need. If you have any c
usable coats, sweaters, hats, gloves, etc to dq
please bring them to church and | will see that the
try gets them.

The Harvest Benefit that the pantry held a
Lutheran Church Gym on October 15 was fairly
attended and it was a fun evening. The food was
LaVilla, which is always good. The DJ was fun, as
the cake walk. Everyone seemed to be having a
time as most stuck around all evening. It was the
and | expect we will do it again next year. We
almost $2,008very good for a first time.

The number of people being served at the
try remains high. In October we gave food for 1,B

individuals in 682 families. Please continue to praygfor

the pantry and for those who need our services.
T Nora Byrne




