
 Lent is the time in Christian 
tradition when we prepare ourselves 
for the Easter celebration by meditat-
ing, praying, seeking forgiveness for 
our sins and deepening our faith 
walks. The Lenten season begins 40 
days before Easter, symbolic of the 40 
days that Jesus spent in the wilder-
ness fasting, meditating and being 
tempted by Satan.  Although Lent has 
not been big in Baptist tradition, I be-
lieve it is good and right for us to 
spend time thinking about our walks 
with God and seeking to grow closer 
and more faithful to God.  
 This year in particular seems 
to be a good time for our members to 
reflect on our walks with God.  Weôve 
had a tough time over the last year or 
so, like so many others.  Iôd like to say 
the difficulties weôve faced were 
caused by the economy, like many 
others are saying, but Iôm not sure 
thatôs all there is to it.  I, for one, have 
decided that during Lent this year Iôm 
going to work harder at seeking the 
face of God and trying to understand 
the faith message there is for our 
church in these tough times. 
 And I hope all of you will join 
me.  In addition to our American Bap-
tist ñSecret Placeò daily meditation 
guides, weôll be reading ñHoly Habits 
for the Holy Season of Lentò by Rich 
Bilmer.  This daily meditation guide 
will focus our attention on developing 
habits that will help us in our Christian 
walks.  Weôll discuss the lessons each 
week at our Wednesday evening Bible 
Studies, 7 p.m., in the Sunday School 
room (upstairs), at which time weôll 
also share communion and prayers. 

 So, yes, Iôm asking our mem-
bers to sacrifice enough time to read 
and meditate daily, using two different 
guides during the Lenten season, and 
also to join together each Wednesday 
evening to further reflect together in 
community.   You may do both of the 
individual meditations in the morning 
or you may choose to do them at dif-
ferent times during the day, maybe 
doing one in the morning and another  
at lunch time or in the evening.  The 
community time together on Wednes-
day evenings is an important element 
of this Lenten exercise.  We will reflect 
on what God is saying to us as a 
group of people who have covenanted 
to be a church together. 
 Whatever the result of our indi-
vidual and community efforts, Iôm sure 
that our time will not be wasted.  We 
can never spend too much time seek-
ing Godôs presence. Our efforts to 
draw nearer to God will result in our 
experiencing more of Godôs comfort-
ing, healing and loving presence, 
Godôs wise counsel and Godôs gifts to 
us of hope, joy and peace. 
 Jesus was willing to sacrifice 
himself completely for us. Each time I 
think about what he did for us, the 
smaller my sacrifices seem--and oh 
how much easier they become!  For 
God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whosoever 
believes in him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life.  John 3: 16 
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Resurrection Day Celebration!  
 

All are invited to celebrate Christ's resur-
rection with us on Easter morning, April 4, 
at 11:00 a.m.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

Mar 2ðA Call for Justice for Women in the  
  Catholic Church  
Mar 7ðWorship Ministry Meeting  
Mar 13ðSaturday SonRock Kids Club, 9 -Noon  
Mar 14ðInReach Ministry Meeting  
Mar 18ðBoard of Ministry 7:15 PM  
Mar 20ðSaturday Afternoon Fun, 2 PM  
Mar 21ðAPF Ministry Meeting  
Mar 27ðCommunity Meal 5:30 PM  
Mar 28ðPalm Sunday  
               OutReach Ministry Meeting  
Apr 1ðCommunity Supper, Communion, 6 PM  
             Tenebrae Service, 7 PM  
Apr 4ðEaster Sunday  
Apr 10ðSaturday SonRock Kids Club, 9 -Noon  
Apr 11ðAPF Ministry Meeting  
Apr 15ðBoard of Ministry, 7:15 PM  
Apr 17ðSaturday Afternoon Fun, 2 PM  
Apr 18ðAPF Ministry Meeting  
Apr 24ðCommunity Meal, 5:30 PM  
Apr 25ðOutReach Ministry Meeting  

 

Pray for, Call, Visit  
Marvel Nystrom  - Colfax House  

    2400 Colfax 

    Evanston, IL  60601 

    847-733-1545 

Hazel Schwartz - 3940 N. Clark St., #606 

   Chicago, IL  60613 

    773-248-3687 

Ray Koster -   3037 N. Austin 

    Chicago, IL  60634 

    773-637-7864 

Margaret YanceyðCovenant Home  
     of Chicago 

    2720 W Foster 
    Chicago, IL  60625 
Keep in Prayer  

Maundy Thursday Supper &  

Tenebrae Service  

 

Please join us as we conduct our annual community sup-
per, communion service and Tenebrae (darkening) ser-
vice again this year on Maundy Thursday of Holy Week, 
April 1, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  We'll share a sumptuous 
meal, serve communion, then go up to the sanctuary for 
the reading of Scripture and commemoration of Jesus' 
faithfulness to us as he is crucified. This spiritually mov-
ing service prepares the way for our great Resurrection 
Day celebration on Sunday morning.  You will be deep-
ened in your spiritual walks by attending this service.  All 
are invited.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mar 13ðHarvette Grey 
Mar 27ðHeather Lauritzen 
Mar 30ðLaTonya Ireland 
 
Apr 19ðNathan Golden 
Apr 25ðLinda Torrez 

InReach/OutReach Ministries  
 
 
 

Pub Night at Irving Park 
March 26, 7 pm 

 
 
 

Wind down your week with a hot meal and cool music, 
featuring the soothing sounds of Dale Tippett, Jr. and 
friends. 

Tickets are $10 for Adults; 
Children 12 and under are $6.00 

All are Welcome! 

Attention all Irv/ Alert Readers!  

 
Irving Park Baptist Church is coming into 
the electronic age!  That means, begin-
ning with our May/June issue, we will be-
gin sending out the Irv/Alert by email.  It 
will also be published on our website, 
www.irvingparkbaptist.org.  Weôll only 
send out paper copies through the 
mail to those who ask for them.   If 
youôd like to receive the Irv/Alert by email, 
please send your email address to irving-
parkbaptist@sbcglobal.net.  If youôd like 
to continue to receive the hard copy 
through the mail, please let us know by 
calling the church office, 773-286-6800, 
and leaving that message as well.  Thank 
you for your cooperation. 



A CALL FOR JUSTICE FOR WOMEN IN THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

 
A LIFE LIVED FROM CONSCIENCE  

Tuesday, March 2, 2010  
7:00 PM 

Irving Park Baptist Church  
4401 West Irving Park Road  

Chicago, IL  

 
$10 in advance/$15 at the door 
(purchase advance tickets at 

www.wisdomandwordworks.com) 
 

 Please join us for an evening with Nobel 
Peace Prize nominee, Fr. Roy Bourgeois , as he 
shares reflections on his personal faith journey during 
his 38 years of priesthood and the importance of re-
sisting injustice in conscience.  How has he come to 
recognize that God not only calls men, but also calls 
women to be priests?  Fr. Roy is a Maryknoll priest 
and founder of the School of the Americas Watch.  
He is on a national speaking tour to raise his voice for 
womenôs full inclusion in the Catholic Church. 
 For more informationðCall or email Laura 
Singer at LTS72@AOL.COM or (773) 736-2562. 
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FOOD PANTRY 
 The following are excerpts from the "2009: A Year in Re-
view" written by director, John Psiharis.  To read the entire docu-
ment, go to the pantry's website, IrvingParkFoodPantry.com.   - 
Nora Byrne 
 
 2009 marked the 25th anniversary year of the Irving Park 

Community Food Pantry (IPCFP). The Pantry has been providing 
food and other support to our neighbors since 1984. Despite the 
difficult economic conditions around us, we are gratified to report 
that [grants,] donations and fundraising efforts kept pace with the 
unprecedented need for our services. . 
 Reflecting the world around us and the harsh economic con-
ditions our nation is facing, IPCFP assisted more people than ever 
before in 2009. On average, the Pantry monthly assisted 557 house-

holds representing nearly 1,800 people. These numbers are up 19% 
over 2009 and more than 42% since 2007. We take pride in the fact 
that despite these unprecedented numbers, the Pantryôs dedicated 
volunteers provided food to every person who walked through our 
doors. 
 The USDA and the Greater Chicago Food Depository se-
lected IPCFP as the only pantry in Chicago and one of only two in 
Cook County to pilot the Express Stamps Program. Pantry clients 

are able to apply for Food Stamps and if approved, immediately 
receive a Link card to purchase food.  [We were also given the De-
pository's] 2009 Best Community Outreach Award in recognition of 
both our outreach efforts and the significant community support we 
have received. [In addition,] IPCFP received a grant from the De-
pository to increase our cold storage capacity. With the addition of 
a new freezer, our storage ability has increased by one third. 
 2009 was a difficult year for many of us. This is especially 

true for those who sought our assistance. Despite these challenges, 
we are happy to report that the communityôs response has been 
heartening. We extend our appreciation to everyone who gave of 
their time, talents and resources to enable us to fulfill the Pantryôs 
mission of ñNeighbors Helping Neighbors.ò 

 

PSALM 118  
 

This is pretty strange how it worked out this way.  Even if you are 
not religious you should read this. 
 

Q ï What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?   
A ï Psalm 117 
 

Q ï What is the longest chapter in the Bible? 

A ï Psalm 119 
 

Q ï Which chapter is the center of the Bible? 

A ï Psalm 118 
 

FACTS ï There are 594 chapters before Psalms 118. 
       There are 594 chapters after Psalm 118. 

 Add these numbers up and you get 1188. 
 

Q ï What is the center verse in the Bible? 

A ï Psalm 118:8 
 

Does this verse say something significant about Godôs perfect will 
for our lives?  The next time someone says they would like to find 

Godôs perfect will for their lives and that they want to be in the 
center of His will, just send them to the center of His Word! 
 

Psalm 118:8 (NKJV), ñIt is better to trust in the Lord than to 
put confidence in Man.ò 
 

Now isnôt that odd how this worked outé or was God in the cen-

ter of it? 
 

When things get tough, always rememberéfaith doesnôt get you 

around trouble, it gets you through it! 
 

When you relinquish the desire to control your future, you obtain 
happiness. 
 

May God bless you!  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

  
 We are small but we are growing!  Growing?  Well, 
perhaps, not in numbers, but spiritually!!   Do you feel 
it?  Are you growing?  You can, as I did.  How?  I'm glad 
you asked. 
 If you were around for my sermon in December, you 
heard me tout the wonderful benefits of daily devotions 
and the little booklet, "A Secret Place."  For Lent 2009, I 
made a faith promise to have devotions each day during 
Lent and used this booklet.  It is written by persons with 
doubts and concerns just like you and I and many times, 
the article of the day will touch you right where you need 
it.  I have continued this faith walk and am glad that I 
made this promise a year ago.  Is this your year to make a 
similar promise?   
 The booklet, "A Secret Place" for March, April, May is 
now available on the back table in the sanctuary and free 
for the taking.  There is another booklet, even smaller, for 
Lent only also available called "Holy Habits."  Please, I 
encourage you to take either or both of these booklets and 
join me in our daily devotional walk with God.  
                - Nora Byrne     



 

 Christ:  Our One Love, Our One Hope. 
 

Irving Park Baptist Church is a community of people from different cultures and 
backgrounds who are united in our belief in Jesus Christ. We are American Baptists 

who celebrate our individuality and our unity in Christ. Our desire is to center our 
lives in Jesus, to faithfully serve God by ministering to each other, our neighbors 

and the world, and to bring the Good News of salvation to those around us. 
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