
 Jesus rebuked the disciples 
when they tried to keep the little 
children from him.  We know the 
Matthew 19:14 text well:  ñJesus 
said, óLet the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as theseô.ò I think itôs natural 
for us to also want to rebuke the 
disciples for trying to keep the chil-
dren from Jesus.  But Iôm sure the 
disciples thought they were doing 
the right thing; they were adhering 
to what was the normal practice at 
the time when they tried to prevent 
the children from disturbing the 
teacher.  
 The disciples were just try-
ing to keep things in order, and we 
like order, too. Children can some-
times be unruly, noisy, messy and 
distracting, especially when weôre 
trying to worship God, canôt they?   
We have to think about whether 
weôre inadvertently doing anything 
to make it difficult for children to 
reach Jesus when weôre trying to 
keep things in order.  
 I hope youôll agree with me 
that itôs important for us to be a 
ñchild-friendlyò church. Just yester-
day the ministry leaders and I 
talked about what that means in 
terms of how we conduct our min-
istries. We talked about the things 
weôre doing well and the things we 
still need to work on. This summer 
is a ñwell-doingò summer in this re-

gard.  Youôll see inside this edition 
the free lunch program, the free 
child identification packages, the 
Family Fun Fest and Vacation Bi-
ble School.  All of these activities 
aim to invite the children from our 
community to our church so that 
we might be a blessing to them 
and their families. 
 Whatôs so special about all 
of these child-friendly activities is 
that they each began as ideas 
from our members. Thatôs how 
ministry is supposed to work, 
through the calling and gifts God 
gives to the people God sends to 
us.  I simply donôt have room to 
mention all of the people who 
have dedicated themselves to 
these good works, but you and 
God know who  you are.  I thank 
God for all of our members who 
work so hard to engage our 
church with the children in our 
community.  Please pray that God 
will bless all that we do for the lit-
tle children this summer, and then 
sign up to help! 
 The ministry leaders and I 
also identified some things that 
we believe we can do better if we 
are to be more child-friendly.  
Weôre resolved to work on those 
things, but not until after this busy 
summer.  Letôs pray for Godôs di-
rection as we seek to find as 
many ways as possible to bring 
the little children to Jesus.ð 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS Conõt 
 

Jul 24ðCommunity Meal  
Jul 25ðOutReach Ministry Meeting  
Jul 26ðFree Food Program Continues  
Jul 28ðWednesday Bible Study  
Jul 31ðSocial Advocacy Training through the  
 Community Renewal Society  
Aug 2ðSaddle Ridge Ranch VBS starts  
Aug 2ðFree Lunch Program Continues  
Aug 4ðWednesday Bible Study  
Aug 8ðInReach Ministry  
Aug 9ðSaddle Ridge Ranch VBS Continues  
Aug 9ðFree Lunch Program Continues  
Aug 11ðWednesday Bible Study  
Aug 13ðClosing Program for Saddle Ridge  
  Ranch VBS  
Aug 15ðAPF Ministry Meeting  
Aug 16ðFree Lunch Program Continues  
Aug 18ðWednesday Bible Study  
Aug 19ðBoard of Ministry  
Aug 21ðSaturday Afternoon Fun with Lydia  
Aug 22ðOutReach Ministry Meeting  
Aug 23ðFree Lunch Program Continues  
Aug 25ðWednesday Bible Study  
Aug 27ðLast Day of the Free Lunch Program  

 

Pray for, Call, Visit  
 

Marvel Nystrom  - Colfax House  

    2400 Colfax 

    Evanston, IL  60601 

    847-733-1545 

Hazel Schwartz - 3940 N. Clark St., #606 

   Chicago, IL  60613 

    773-248-3687 

Ray Koster -   3037 N. Austin 

    Chicago, IL  60634 

    773-637-7864 

Margaret YanceyðCovenant Home  
   of Chicago 

             2720 W Foster 
              Chicago, IL  60625 
              773-506-6925 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 22ðLynnette 
& Vasilis Katsoulis 
July 31ðInes & Lowell Young 
 
 
 
 
 
Aug 15ðGrace Robinette 
Aug 19ðJune Isbell 
Aug 27ðAmpari Onate 
Aug 28ðJohn Ireland 
Aug 28ðMarvel Nystrom 

 
 

Former members of 
Irving Park Baptist 
Church, Art and Jackie 
Pledger Skwerski , 
marked Memorial Day 
2010, the third Memorial 
Day since they lost their 
son, Peter, by sprinkling 
a small amount of his 
ashes on the church's 
flower bed.  Long time 

members of Irving Park Church, Art and Jackie were 

married at Irving Park and Peter was dedicated there.  

He died on January 27, 2008, of hypertensive heart 
disease. He died peacefully in his sleep two weeks 
after he turned 34.  We take solace in knowing he is 
with the Lord.  We consider his short time with us a 
gift from God and a true blessing. He was the grand-
son of long-time IPBC member, the late Gladys 
Pledger. 

 
****** 

Our deepest sympathy goes to the Kyriakopulos 
Family in the passing of their Mother, Marion.  She 
went home to her maker on Sunday, June 20, 2010.  
Please keep the family in your prayers. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

Jul 4ðCelebrate the 4th with us at Worship  
Jul 6ðFree Lunch Program Continues  
Jul 7ðWednesday Bible Study  
Jul 10ðFun Fair at IPBC  
Jul 11ðInReach Ministry Meeting  
Jul 12ðFree Lunch Program Continues  
Jul 14ðWednesday Bible Study  
Jul 15ðBoard of Ministry  
Jul 17ðSaturday Afternoon Fun With Lydia  
Jul 18ðAPF Ministry Meeting  
Jul 21ðWednesday Bible Study  



Worship Ministry  

The Worship Ministry has been discussing 
ways to add more color to our sanctuary.  We have a 
start, thanks to some materials for banners, courtesy of 
Melanieôs college project. 

Weôre looking for both suggestion and, for 
those who feel creative or generous (or both) some 
help in designing and gathering materials.  Weôre look-
ing at the empty wall space to the sides of the pulpit 
and at the back of the church behind the pews, but any 
and all suggestions are welcome.  Please talk to Kathy 
or  F red,  or  send us an e-mai l  at 
thederf2002@yahoo.com. 

Weôre also working on plans for a ñfront porchò 
ministry, where we take our Wednesday evening Bible 
study out on the streets, or at least out on the porch, 
and invite anyone from the neighborhood to join in on 
the discussion.  So come join us on Wednesday eve-
nings at 7:00 PM. 

FUN FAIR AT IRVING PARKBAPTIST  
 On Saturday, July 10 at 1:00 p.m., 
the church is hosting the Illinois Chip Pro-
gram, run by the Masons of Illinois.  The Ma-
sons  will  provide  free  child  identification 
packages for  parents to  take home with 
them.  The packages will include a photo, a 
DNA sample,  fingerprints and a recorded 

interview on a CD--everything parents need to help au-
thorities find a lost child.  The information is completely 
private; parents will be the only ones with a copy.  Par-
ents who bring their children in for the free identification 
package are invited to stay for games, food and fun 
activities at the churchôs Family Fun Fair, from noon to 
3:00 PM.  

 There will also be a Moon Walk, Cake Walk,  
and the Fire Department is suppose to stop by for a 
visit.  You can also  register for VBS. 
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FOOD PANTRY 
 By the time you read this, the Food Depository 

Walkathon will be over.  It was on Saturday, June 26.  How-
ever it is never too late to donate to the Food Pantry, whether 

for the walk or general contribution.  In either case, you can 

donate on-line at www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org.  You may 

also send a check to me or to the church and I will see that 

they get it. Jim and I walked to represent this church and the 

Food Pantry.  Many others will be walking representing our 

pantry, and any money coming through us will go directly to 

our account with the Food Depository.  Last year we col-

lected $10,000 at the walk and hope to do even better this 

year.  We buy the majority of our food through the Deposi-

tory. 

 During May, the Pantry provided food for 1415 
individuals in 541 households.  This is slightly less than May 

or 2009, so maybe our numbers are finally evening out after 

a period of continual climb. 

 We recently learned that our grant proposal to Chi-

cago Comm. Trust was approved.  This is for $35,000 and 

will be used to hire a client resources coordinator to assist 

our clients in locating resources that can help them and also 

help us in our continuing efforts to establish close working 

relationships with our community partners.  We have also 

been approved to receive a new freezer/refrigerator through 

the Depository. 
  The Pantry's Annual Volunteer luncheon was held 

on May 26 at Sabatino's.  An excellent lunch was enjoyed by 

over 50 regular pantry volunteers.  Volunteer-of-the-year 

award was presented to Leslie Washington, who has been 

with the pantry for 5 or 6 years.  He works on Jim's crew in 

picking up, sorting and stocking food.  They also set up and 

supply the line each Wednesday for the food distribution.  

Thank you to Leslie and the many other volunteers for their 

years of dedicated service to the Pantry.  We have the BEST 

volunteers in the world.ðNora Byrne 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

 Vacation Bible School for ages 
4-12 will be the first two weeks 
of August (2nd thru the 13th).  
We'll be roundin' up some of 
life's biggest questions and 
drivin' home answers as we ex-

plore the wide open spaces on Saddle Ridge Ranch.  
Join us as we discover who we are, that God cares 
about us, God has a plan for us, how we can be like 
Jesus, and what do we do with all we've learned.  We 
are looking forward to having a good time at the 
ranch.  The cost is $25/child.ðMrs. Bug, Director 

FREE LUNCHES FOR CHILDREN 

 Irving Park Baptist Church will be one of the 

sites for the free Summer Food Service Program spon-

sored by the Archdiocese of Chicago Nutrition Services 

and funded through the U.S. Dept of Agriculture. This 

service is to continue the free lunch program provided to 

children during the school year and is for children ages 1 

through 18.  Lunch will be served from noon to 1:00 PM, 
Monday through Friday, beginning Monday, June 28 and 

will continue through Friday, August 27.  Many people 

have expressed a desire to help with this program and we 

are grateful for all the help we can get.  If you can volun-

teer any day throughout this period or would like more 

information, please contact the church at 773-286-6800 

and I will get back to you.   Thank you in advance for 

your assistance.ðNora Byrne 

mailto:thederf2002@yahoo.com
http://www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org/


 

 Christ:  Our One Love, Our One Hope. 
 

Irving Park Baptist Church is a community of people from different cultures and 
backgrounds who are united in our belief in Jesus Christ. We are American Baptists 

who celebrate our individuality and our unity in Christ. Our desire is to center our 
lives in Jesus, to faithfully serve God by ministering to each other, our neighbors 

and the world, and to bring the Good News of salvation to those around us. 

 

Irving Park Baptist Church 
4401 W. Irving Park Road 

Chicago, IL   60641 
Rev. Dr.  Alice Burnette Greene, Pastor 

 
Phone: 773-286-6800 
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Irving Park Baptist Church 
4401 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL  60641 


